
,, !¡EWSLfiTTE& of the American Society for Legal History ..

Vol . 1, rìo. I
December 1970

Sanford J. Fox, Editor

!{ith this first issue of the Newsletter, the Society launchee
a vehicle for communication with the hope that it can be of service
to its members. At this early stage in life, there are a number of
ProbIemswhichthe@.E'mustso1ve,suchasdup1icationwith
àtn"r publications, locating all the people who might be interested
in news of the Society, or have news for it, etc. But the major
challenge is one that must be met by present readers of the News.-

Ietter. The Newslettqr needs nevrs! Whether it is a meeting you knær
ã?, unrsual publication that you have come across, orLginal aouree
material you are ah,are of, or information that you are seekÍng,
letting the Editor know of it will insure dissemination. Communlca-
tÍons in the nature of suggestions and criticisms for the general
contentandformatofthe@.wil1aIsobewelcome.Happv
Holidavs! fhe editor
Plesident I s Mess.aqe

!,fy first year as president of the American Society for Legal
History has demonstrated to re how much the future of the society
depends upon the interest and enthusiastfc support of each member.
In 1970 our membership has shovrn a gratifying increase, but at the
sa¡ne time our need for active participation has been expanded by the
various new programs upon which we have embarked for the encourage-
ment of legal history studies. F'or this reason I urge all of our
membersr nê\¡r or old, to take a personal concern in the business of
the society and to volunteer their services as their tine and cir-
cumstances will permit.

Initially I would appreciate havlng your suggestions concernlng
topics currently being researched which míght form the subject of
papers at a future annual meeting of the society. We have a resPon-
sibility to the professíon to provide a forum for the delivery of
papers on legal history within the program of the American Society
for Lega1 History, and I hope that an annual neeting can be planned
for l-ate 1971 or early L972. In addition to your thoughts concernLng
papers and commentators, I would welcome your advice in regard to
members who would be wíIling to serve upon the program cotnmittee.'

There are at least two other rdays in which we can help to
advance the study of legal history and the work of the society. One
is in the area of book revíewing¡ the new book review editor of
the American Journal of Legal l#É!g1 is actively seeking competent
reviewers in all fields. If you are interest in such assignnænts
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woulci you please write Mr. Alfrerl S. Konefsky at l{arvarcl Law

Schc¡ol, Canürriilger j'laSsachusetts 02138. The sccond way in
which each member c.ln eontribut.e to the society is by reeommend-
ing friends and eoll-eaqtles for membership. fr simple note to
Professor Milton M. KIein, chairman of the society committee
on ne$r members, ãìt the Department of History, University of
Tennessee, I(noxv j.l.le, Tennessee 3 7916 , vril l provirle your
nominees with an informational broehure and application for
membership.

FinaJ-Iy, I r,¡ould lille to call the attention of the member-
ship to a circular Letter that will shortly be mailecl to each
member, providing a detaileci report of our activities in the Päst
year ancl some of ottr plans for the future. I hope that you wÍIL
iina that letter heJ.pful, an<l look forward to votlr continued
supPort in 1971. Georíqe 1,. Haskins
Meetincre

The lmerican I.Iistorieal AssociatÍon meets at Bostonrs Shera-
ton Hotel, Decembe:: 28-30, L970. Sessions of interest to Legal
historians incLu<ie CivÍL Rights and the Negro Farmer, Law ancl
polltlcs in Seventeenth Century England, EarIy American Reformt
The Pollce and erLme in the City, Problems of the Young Republic,
and Educatfon ín the Forming of Þmerican Society. For cietailE
and program vrrÍte AI.IA headquarters, 4OO À Street¡ S.Eor Washington¡
D.C o 20003,

Travelers ln Europe earLy this summer may want to take j.n

the meetlng of the Sociåtâ drHlstoire cìu Dríot, to be held.Iune
3-5 at the Unlverslty of Freiburg, West Germany. Details of the
meeting can be obtalneicl from the Secretary of the Soclete, Profesgor
\t. Ph. tåvy, 98 rue BolLeau' 75-Paris (16"). But, keep your
echeduLe fi.exibloi a more compLete l.lst of foreign legal history
meetln9swf]'1trepubllsheriintheSprinç¡igsueoftheN.9.@.E,.

A natlonnl. conference on 'rPreeent Day ImpJ.lcatfons of tho
Hletory of Violence and Other Crime" wllL be heLd Aprtl 22 through
25, IgiI at the Ståte University of New York Col)"ege at Brockport
(19 rntte¡ west of Rochoster), It wil.I be co-ñPoÌìBored by the Þm€rlc
Soclety for LegaI Hl,etory ancl the American Society of CrlrnfnoLogy'
prof,e¡sor Albert G, HesE, formerly of the Natfonal Councll on Crlme
and Dollnguency, and now on the Brockport faeul,ty, lg organfufng tho
ms6tlng, Furtñer lnformatlon la a¡aiLable from tho Offlco of Contlnu
tng Educatlon, St,ate Unlverclty eolLege at Brockport¡ Brockport, N.Y.
L4420,
Þubllcatlonaæ

I,-h'e Seldon Soelotyra 1969 vol,ume ls the Eeeond part of the
gIæ, gJ, e!fþg, L32I, by H, Çam. The 1e70 voluma fr Ag,I+ åggÅJtIg¡I.
gg w¡ftg;-ãAtgod by E. de Haas and c.D.G" HaIl, In May, 197Ir tho
SãoIetV expeetc to pubXfsh tho scventh voLume of G.O' Sayl€r, €.9.LSþ,
ggttl ¿¡ f¡g cour,t gE thg Ahgiå &!9h,, a tvork whlch commcncad wtth
õffieTne fn f936.---ÀIBo fn fgZfr there wflt appetr volumo thrEc of
8,8. Thornera edttlon of Brtcton, On the &9¡I9, g¡| çgg!98!. 9,8 E¡gL¡EL'



rt

The first two volumes of a five volume work appeared in 1969.
The London Record Society will shortly publlsh The tondon

Wrc qf L2A!, edited by H.M. Chew and ü. Weinbaum. Hlee Ches haa
also recently edited London Poggesgorv Às,elzge for the Soclety.

Volune V of the PerspectÍves fn Anerican Hietory serfes pub-
lished by Harvardrs Charles Warren Center for Studlee in Àmerican
History will appear in 1971 and be devoted to essaye on Law Ín
American history. It will- include the breakdown of legal systems,
patterns of violence, and shifts in responaes to authority, as well
as the history of law itself, and the role of the judlclary and legal
institutions in American history.

The Patterson Smith Publishing Corp. has a reprínt seriee in
Criminology, Law Enforcement, and Social Problems made up of tftle¡
that are out of print and difficult to obtain; many are of great
value to historical analysis. An illustrated catalogue can be
obtained from the publisher at 23 Prospect Terrace, llontclair, N.i[.
07042.

The Connecticut Valley Historical Museum, 194 State Street,
Springfield, Ir,lassachusetts, 0I103, has available on microfilm the
Probate Records for Hampshire County, Massachusetts, 1660-1820. lfhe
L2 reel set may be purchased from the l4useum.
Grants

The American Bar Foundation is again offering Fellorrehipa ln
Legal History. The deadline for applications is February 15, 1971.
Correspondence should be addressed to Project in Legal Híatory,
American Bar Foundation, 1155 East 60th Street, Chicago, Illlnols
60637,

The Law Enforcement Assistance Administiation of the U.S.
Department of Justice, has a Visiting Fellowship program for a
year of study that includes work of historical interest. DeadlLne
in April 15. I'Irite Mr. Henry S. Ruth, Director, National Inetltute
of Law Enforcement and Criminal Justice, Center for Special ProJecta,
Law Enforcement Assistance Administration, UoS. Department of iluatÍce¡
Washington, D.C. 20530.
Solicitations

Professor Jack M. HotrI, Visiting Fellow at the National
fnstitute of Law Enforcement and Criminal Justice, Department of
.lustice, washington, D.c. 20530 is searchlng for archival and mtnu-
script collections relating to Englieh and American prLson ¡efotin,
Under the auspices of the Institute, tlr. HolI is preparing a guÍde
to archives and manuscripts of correction history and prison reform.
It wiII include descriptions of state archives, university and
historical society collections, materials held by the Federal Çov€¡¡rment, and private collections. Mr. HoIl would appreciate aeeistance
in locating materials.

The Seldon Soclety, founded in 1887 by F.W. !,taitland "to
encourage the study and advance the knowledge of the hiatory of Bngliah
Iaw" is currently seeking new members from among those with a eerlóue
interest in the subjeet. ltembership applicatione may be obtained
from l{iss Edith Henderson, Secretary-Treasurer for the U.S.À.r
Langdell HaII, Cambridge, Ifassachusette 02138. The dues ($I0)
brings the well-known annual volumes of source materlat publfahed
by the Society.
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